
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER - JESUS IS RISEN! 
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The congregation’s part is in bold. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

GATHERING SONG    Come Thou Font            Carol Latimer 

 

WELCOME  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 

through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty 

and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 



 

Acts 2:42-47 

Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 

apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would 

sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at 

home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those 

who were being saved. 

 

1 Peter 2:19-25 

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you 

endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure 

when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have 

been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

should follow in his steps. 

“He committed no sin,and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but 

he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his 

body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his 

wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you 

have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

 

John 10:1-10 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to John.  

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about 

seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that 

had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and 

went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to 

them, “Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by 



the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by 

the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 

sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he 

has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from 

him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of 

speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who 

came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am 

the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 

pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 

have life, and have it abundantly.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

MESSAGE            Carol Latimer 

APOSTLES’ CREED    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS (Adapted from the Prayer Book for the Armed Services.) 

Let us pray. Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing the 

glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new. 

Especially we thank you— 

for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . . silence 

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . . silence 

for the gifts of relationship with others . . . silence 

for the communion of faith in your church . . . silence 

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 

bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. 



Especially we pray— 

for those who govern nations of the world . . . silence 

for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . . silence 

for all who work for peace and international harmony . . . silence 

for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . . silence 

for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . . silence 

O God, our times are in your hand. Look with favor on our friends and family, during this 

time of separation. Our hearts are grieved to be absent, and we pray that our shared 

sacrifice is justified by the results of this social distancing. Make them ever mindful 

of our love and our desire to be present in their lives; through our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

OFFERTORY       Now Behold the Lamb                 Denise Hobbs 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Friends in Christ, we are not able to celebrate the Eucharist together during this time of 

social distancing. Many of us are feeling what St. Thomas Aquinas describes as an 

“ardent desire to receive Jesus in the most holy sacrament and lovingly embrace 

him.” We are aware of this absence and our yearning for the real presence of Christ 

in that same experience we share with followers of Christ throughout the ages. Until 

we are able to meet again in community, we can share in a different Christian 

tradition in the practice of spiritual communion. Let us pray together the prayer for 

spiritual communion from the Prayer Book for the Armed Services. 

In unity, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 

Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 

thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 

resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 

today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come 

spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 

Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in 

us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you 

spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into 

being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

 



 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 

with you. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. 

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your 

Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

As Christ teaches us, we pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Check out our Zoom events. Contact Carol Latimer for details: 

clatimer@spiritofgrace.church 

Video update from PLT: Jocie Ballman, Co-Warden? 

BENEDICTION 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let the God of all grace bless us now and 

forever. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                                            Tim & Calissa Smith 

I WILL FOLLOW 
Where You go I'll go 

Where You stay I'll stay 
When You move I'll move 

I will follow 

All Your ways are good 
All Your ways are sure 
I will trust in You alone 

Higher than my sight 
High above my life 

I will trust in You alone 

Where You go I'll go 
Where You stay I'll stay 

When You move I'll move 
I will follow You 

Whom You love I'll love 
How You serve I'll serve 

If this life I lose 
I will follow (You) 

Yeah I will follow You yeah 

Light into the world 
Light into my life 

I will live for You alone 
You're the One I seek 

Knowing I will find 
All I need in You alone 

In You alone 

In You there's life everlasting 
In You there's freedom for my soul 

In You there's joy unending joy 
And I will follow 

Yeah I will follow You yeah 
I will follow You yeah 
I will follow You yeah 
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DISMISSAL 

Acolyte   Go in peace to serve the risen Lord. ALLELUIA! 

People THANKS BE TO GOD! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!  
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