
 

12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

August 23, 2020 

The congregation’s part is in bold. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

GATHERING SONG             

GOOD GOOD FATHER 
I've heard a thousand stories 
Of what they think You’re like 

But I've heard the tender whisper 
Of love in the dead of night 

You tell me that You’re pleased 
And that I'm never alone 

You're a Good Good Father 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 

And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 

I've seen many searching for answers 
Far and wide 

But I know we're all searching for answers 
Only You provide 

Because You know just what we need 
Before we say a word 

You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 

You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 

Love so undeniable I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think 

As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 

Into love love love 
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WELCOME  

Welcome message video 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock 

of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that 

we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Isaiah 51:1-6 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock 

from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to 

Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called 

him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will 

comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert 

like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and 

the voice of song. 

Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from 

me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance 

swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the 

coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will 

wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my 

salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and 

acceptable and perfect. 



 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 

highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to 

the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many 

members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, 

are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 

ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the 

giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

Matthew 16:13-20 

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but 

others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, 

“But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 

Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 

of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples 

not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

MESSAGE                 Pastor Peggy Rose 

MINISTRY MOMENT              Karen Meyers, Open Door Outreach Center 

APOSTLES CREED  

We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 



 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The response for today’s prayer is “Hear our prayer” after hearing “Lord, in your mercy.” 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your 

church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly 

sufficient. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this 

abundance for the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your 

creation (local needs may be named). Replenish ground water supplies, provide 

needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to 

abundant life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you 

and that nations who do not know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of 

tender hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring 

wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our Spirit of Grace such a welcoming heart, 

that our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all 

whom we encounter. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to 

the heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we 

have known (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 
THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD                

SEEK YE FIRST 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

And His righteousness 
And all these things shall be added unto you 

Allelu, alleluia 

Man shall not live by bread alone 
But by every word  

That proceeds from the mouth of God 
Allelu, alleluia 

Ask and it shall be given unto you  
Seek and ye shall find 

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you 
Allelu, alleluia 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness 

And all these things shall be added unto you 
Allelu, alleluia 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 

faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 

presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own 

efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your 

good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome 

others as you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your 

grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

 



 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our 

sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

As Christ teaches us, we pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Friends in Christ, during the time of the Babylonian exile, Jeremiah cried out against King 

Nebuchadnezzar for making him an empty vessel. Our vessels here for the Holy 

Eucharist remain empty until we can return in community from our exile caused 

by this pandemic. In being separated from each other and our sacred place of 

worship, many of us are feeling like these empty vessels. Let us stand in unity 

with each other and for all congregations who are not yet safe to meet in full 

community. Together let us cry out to God to fill this emptiness in our hearts with 

the real presence of Christ through the practice of spiritual communion. Let us 

pray together the prayer for spiritual communion from the Prayer Book for the 

Armed Services. 

In unity, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 

Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 

thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 

resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 

today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come 

spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 

Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in 

us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BENEDICTION          

  



 

SENDING SONG   

LET’S SING PRAISES TO OUR GOD 
Let’s sing praises to our God 

Let’s sing Hallelujah 

Let’s sing praises to our God 

Let’s sing Hallelujah 

 

Praise ye the Lord 

Clap your hands 

Make a joyful noise, make a joyful noise 

Praise ye the Lord 

Clap your hands 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord 

Make a joyful noise. 

DISMISSAL 

Acolyte   Go in peace to serve the risen Lord. ALLELUIA! 

People THANKS BE TO GOD! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!  


