
 

8th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 26, 2020 

The congregation’s part is in bold. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

GATHERING SONG   We’ve Come This Far By Faith  Denise Hobbs 

 



 

WELCOME  

Welcome message video 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray, Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your 

Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us 

your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

1 Kings 3:5-12 

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 

should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to 

your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 

righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him 

this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 

And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 

David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 

And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great 

people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant 

therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 

good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have 

asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your 

enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now 

do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one 

like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

Romans 8:26-39 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 

that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches 



the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 

the saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 

large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 

called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who 

did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 

also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is 

God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 

raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will 

separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, 

but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 

birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 

and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 

then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 



“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one 

pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 

of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 

into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels 

will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the 

furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore 

every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 

household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

MESSAGE                 Pastor Peggy Rose 

INTERGENERATIONAL CREED  

(Together let us affirm our faith in the words of the Intergenerational Creed written by the 

people of Spirit of Grace.) 

We believe in God, the Father, who is… 

Our Leader, Loving, Our Protector, Compassionate, 

Our Provider and Caring. 

The Father … 

Created Us, Gave Us Life and 

Gave Us Freedom of Choice. 

 

We believe in God, the Son, who is… 

Holy, A Teacher, A Helper, A Friend, 

Giving and Thankful. 

The Son… 

Puts Others Before Himself, Sacrifices Himself for Us, 

Is Obedient and Shines. 

We believe in God, the Holy Spirit, who is… 

Invincible, Powerful, A Leader, Overwhelming, Amazing, 

Loving and Awesome. 

The Holy Spirit… 



Picks You Up When You Are Down, Comforts You, Gives You a Shoulder to Cry 

On, Helps You Get Better, Provides Strength and Gives You Spirit. AMEN. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The response for today’s prayer is “Your mercy is great.” after hearing “Hear us, O God.” 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 

world. 

A brief silence. 

God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our 

conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal 

shout of praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. 

Inspire us to care for our environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying 

out. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians 

to act with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, 

and welcome one another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 

is great. 

God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, 

or abandoned especially those on our Spirit of Grace prayer list. Strengthen those 

who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of all who call upon you. Hear 

us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace 

your mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how 

to live more faithfully with each other.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our faith 

and renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and 

your strength never fails. In this time of danger and trouble, be to us a sure 

guardian and rock of defense. Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom, 

comfort those in distress, and grant us courage and hope to face the future; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



We pray to you almighty God, in this time of unrest and uncertainty. You are our refuge 

and our strength, a very present help in time of trouble. Do not let us fail in the face 

of these events. Uphold us with your love, and give us the strength we need. Help 

us in our confusion, and guide our actions. Heal the hurt, console the bereaved and 

afflicted, protect the innocent and helpless, and deliver any who are still in peril; 

for the sake of your great mercy in Jesus Christ our Lord. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD      Denise Hobbs 

SEEK YE FIRST 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness 

And all these things 
Shall be added unto you 

Allelu alleluia 

Man shall not live by bread alone 
But by ev'ry word 

That proceeds 
From the mouth of God 

Allelu alleluia 

Ask and it shall be given unto you 
Seek and ye shall find 
Knock and the door 

Shall be opened unto you 
Allelu alleluia 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. His mercy endures forever. 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.    1 John 1:8,9 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our 

sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

As Christ teaches us, we pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Friends in Christ, we are not able to celebrate the Eucharist together during this time of 

social distancing. Many of us are feeling what St. Thomas Aquinas describes as an 

“ardent desire to receive Jesus in the most holy sacrament and lovingly embrace 

him.” We are aware of this absence and our yearning for the real presence of 

Christ in that same experience we share with followers of Christ throughout the 

ages. Until we are able to meet again in community, we can share in a different 

Christian tradition in the practice of spiritual communion. Let us pray together 

the prayer for spiritual communion from the Prayer Book for the Armed Services. 



In unity, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 

Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 

thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 

resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 

today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come 

spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 

Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in 

us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Video Announcements 

BENEDICTION         Pastor Peggy Rose 

SENDING SONG                 Dona Nobis Pacem   Denise Hobbs  

 

DISMISSAL 

Acolyte   Go in peace to serve the risen Lord. ALLELUIA! 

People THANKS BE TO GOD! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!  


