
 

18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

October 4, 2020 

The congregation’s part is in bold. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

GATHERING SONG           Make Me a Channel of Your Peace    

 



 

WELCOME  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your 

Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to 

do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and 

planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed 

out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me 

and my vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done 

in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 

And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall 

be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with 

briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah 

are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, 

but heard a cry! 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 

eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 

born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as 

to righteousness under the law, blameless. 



 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More 

than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through 

faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ 

and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming 

like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not 

consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 

behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 

prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

Matthew 21:33-46 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 

put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he 

leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, 

he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his 

slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, 

more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son 

to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they 

said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” 

So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the 

owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, 

“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other 

tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is amazing in our eyes’? 



 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will 

be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

MESSAGE                 Pastor Peggy Rose 

MINISTRY MOMENT                         Blessing Box 

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The response for today’s prayer is “Hear our prayer” after hearing “Lord, in your mercy.” 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Silence 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 

we may honor one another and serve the common good. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 



 

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 

rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 

them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 

hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your 

mercy Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 

and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, 

in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 

prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD     

CHANGE MY HEART OH GOD 
Change my heart oh God 

Make it ever true 
Change my heart oh God 

May I be like You 
 

You are the potter 
I am the clay 

Mold me and make me 
This is what I pray 

 
CCLI Song #1565 © 1982 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing   

Eddie Espinosa  For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  

All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License #204771 

  



 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 

creation. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We 

pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our 

own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to 

ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again 

to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are 

forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and 

newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 

As Christ teaches us, we pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Friends in Christ, during the time of the Babylonian exile, Jeremiah cried out against King 

Nebuchadnezzar for making him an empty vessel. Our vessels here for the Holy 

Eucharist remain empty until we can return in community from our exile caused 

by this pandemic. In being separated from each other and our sacred place of 

worship, many of us are feeling like these empty vessels. Let us stand in unity 

with each other and for all congregations who are not yet safe to meet in full 

community. Together let us cry out to God to fill this emptiness in our hearts with 

the real presence of Christ through the practice of spiritual communion. Let us 

pray together the prayer for spiritual communion from the Prayer Book for the 

Armed Services. 

 



 

In unity, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 

Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 

thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 

resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 

today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come 

spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 

Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in 

us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BENEDICTION          

SENDING SONG     The Lord Now Sends Us Forth 

 

DISMISSAL 

Acolyte   Go in peace to serve the risen Lord. ALLELUIA! 

People THANKS BE TO GOD! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!  


