
 

15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 13, 2020 

The congregation’s part is in bold. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

GATHERING SONG                     

WELCOME INTO THIS PLACE 
Welcome into this place 

Welcome into this broken vessel 

You desire to abide 

In the praises of Your people 

So we lift our hands 

And we lift our hearts 

As we offer up this praise 

Unto Your name 

Creation declares Your glory 

And the universe proclaims Your majesty 

Yet You choose to abide 

In the praises of Your people 

So we offer up this praise 

Unto Your name 
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WELCOME  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace 

our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in 

doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Exodus 14:19-31 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; 

and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 

It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was 

there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all 

night. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a 

strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were 

divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall 

for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into 

the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the 

morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 

Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 

wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from 

the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water 

may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its 

normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into 

the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, 

the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 

remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 

dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the 

Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his 

servant Moses. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 

Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 

not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you 

to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they 

stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

 



 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let 

all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in 

honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give 

thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give 

thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, 

and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 

are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord 

of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is 

written, 

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to 

God." So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

Matthew 18:21-35 (The Message) 

A Story About Forgiveness 

At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, “Master, how many times do I forgive a 

brother or sister who hurts me? Seven?”  Jesus replied, “Seven! Hardly. Try seventy 

times seven. 

“The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to square accounts with his servants. As 

he got under way, one servant was brought before him who had run up a debt of a 

hundred thousand dollars. He couldn’t pay up, so the king ordered the man, along 

with his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned off at the slave market. 

“The poor wretch threw himself at the king’s feet and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll 

pay it all back.’ Touched by his plea, the king let him off, erasing the debt. 

“The servant was no sooner out of the room when he came upon one of his fellow 

servants who owed him ten dollars. He seized him by the throat and demanded, 

‘Pay up. Now!’ 



 

“The poor wretch threw himself down and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all 

back.’ But he wouldn’t do it. He had him arrested and put in jail until the debt was 

paid. When the other servants saw this going on, they were outraged and brought 

a detailed report to the king. 

“The king summoned the man and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave your entire debt 

when you begged me for mercy. Shouldn’t you be compelled to be merciful to your 

fellow servant who asked for mercy?’ The king was furious and put the screws to 

the man until he paid back his entire debt. And that’s exactly what my Father in 

heaven is going to do to each one of you who doesn’t forgive unconditionally 

anyone who asks for mercy.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

MESSAGE                 Pastor Peggy Rose 

APOSTLES CREED  

We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the 

third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The response for today’s prayer is “Hear our prayer” after hearing “Lord, in your mercy.” 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your 

church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly 

sufficient. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 



 

Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this 

abundance for the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your 

creation (local needs may be named). Replenish ground water supplies, provide 

needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to 

abundant life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you 

and that nations who do not know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of 

tender hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring 

wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind 

(especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our Spirit of Grace such a welcoming heart, 

that our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all 

whom we encounter. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to 

the heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we 

have known (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

  



MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD     Come All You People 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 

creation. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We 

pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our 

own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to 

ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again 

to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are 

forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and 

newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 

As Christ teaches us, we pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Friends in Christ, during the time of the Babylonian exile, Jeremiah cried out against King 

Nebuchadnezzar for making him an empty vessel. Our vessels here for the Holy 

Eucharist remain empty until we can return in community from our exile caused 

by this pandemic. In being separated from each other and our sacred place of 

worship, many of us are feeling like these empty vessels. Let us stand in unity 

with each other and for all congregations who are not yet safe to meet in full 

community. Together let us cry out to God to fill this emptiness in our hearts with 

the real presence of Christ through the practice of spiritual communion. Let us 

pray together the prayer for spiritual communion from the Prayer Book for the 

Armed Services. 

In unity, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 

Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 

thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 

resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 

today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come 

spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 

Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in 

us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BENEDICTION          

  



 

SENDING SONG     Where Charity and Love Prevail 

 

DISMISSAL 

Acolyte   Go in peace to serve the risen Lord. ALLELUIA! 

People THANKS BE TO GOD! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!  


