
 

15h SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 20, 2020 

The congregation’s part is in bold. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

GATHERING SONG           Great is Thy Faithfulness          

 

WELCOME  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and 

train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Exodus 16:2-15 

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of 

the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; 

for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 

hunger.” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 

the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, 

whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they 

prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” 

So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it 

was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you 

shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your complaining against 

the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” And Moses said, “When 

the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, 

because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are 

we? Your complaining is not against us but against the LORD.” 

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 

the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’“ And as Aaron spoke to the whole 

congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of 

the LORD appeared in the cloud. The LORD spoke to Moses and said, “I have heard 

the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in 

the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am 

the LORD your God.’“ 

 

 



 

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a 

layer of dew around the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of 

the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the 

Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what 

it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

Philippians 1:21-30 

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the 

two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain 

in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I 

will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that 

I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 

and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 

firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 

and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of 

their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has 

graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of 

suffering for him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 

had and now hear that I still have. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

 

Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the 

usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine 

o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You 

also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When 

he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about 

five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them,  



 

‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 

hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the 

owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their 

pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about 

five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first 

came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 

usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 

saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 

who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to 

one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 

usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 

same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 

me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the 

first will be last.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

MESSAGE                 Pastor Peggy Rose 

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The response for today’s prayer is “Hear our prayer” after hearing “Lord, in your mercy.” 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Silence 

 



 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 

we may honor one another and serve the common good. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 

rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 

them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 

hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Lord, in your 

mercy Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 

and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Lord, 

in your mercy Hear our prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 

prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

  



 

MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD     

REFINER’S FIRE 
Purify my heart 

Let me be as gold 
And precious silver 

Purify my heart 
Let me be as gold 

Pure gold 

Refiner’s fire 
My heart’s one desire 

Is to be holy 
Set apart for You Lord 

I choose to be holy 
Set apart for You my Master 

Ready to do Your will 

Purify my heart 
Cleanse me from within 

And make me holy 
Purify my heart 

Cleanse me from my sin 
Deep within 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 

creation. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 

free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We 

pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our 

own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to 

ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again 

to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 



 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are 

forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and 

newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 

As Christ teaches us, we pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Friends in Christ, during the time of the Babylonian exile, Jeremiah cried out against King 

Nebuchadnezzar for making him an empty vessel. Our vessels here for the Holy 

Eucharist remain empty until we can return in community from our exile caused 

by this pandemic. In being separated from each other and our sacred place of 

worship, many of us are feeling like these empty vessels. Let us stand in unity 

with each other and for all congregations who are not yet safe to meet in full 

community. Together let us cry out to God to fill this emptiness in our hearts with 

the real presence of Christ through the practice of spiritual communion. Let us 

pray together the prayer for spiritual communion from the Prayer Book for the 

Armed Services. 

In unity, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 

Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 

thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 

resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 

today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come 

spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 

Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in 

us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BENEDICTION          

  



 

SENDING SONG     On Our Way Rejoicing 

 

DISMISSAL 

Acolyte   Go in peace to serve the risen Lord. ALLELUIA! 

People THANKS BE TO GOD! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!  


