
 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 13, 2020 

The congregation’s part is in bold. 
THE WORD OF GOD 

WELCOME 

GATHERING SONG                           Christ Be Our Light 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 



 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 

prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation for 

Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we 
await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve 
our neighbors in need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain 
and whose day draws near. Amen. 

Light three candles. 

 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me 
to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 
spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 

For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them 
their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the 
peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom 
the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before 
all the nations. 

The Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 



 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words 
of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form 
of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

The Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in John 1:6-8,19-28 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they 
said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now 
they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John 
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Christ. 

MESSAGE                 Pastor Peggy Rose 

 



 
NICENE CREED   
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. 

Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and 
support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact 
your mission.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of 
creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of 
environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can 
declare your praise.  

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

 



 
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, 

judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray especially for  
peace in the Middle East. Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout 
underfoot and righteousness rain down from above.  

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities 
between your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual 
disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. 
Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst.  

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 
congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, 
be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with 
depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace.  

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness 
and taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their generous lives an 
example for all.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
  



 
MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD 

EMMANUEL (HALLOWED MANGER GROUND) 
What hope we hold this starlit night 

A King is born in Bethlehem 
Our journey long we seek the light 

That leads to the hallowed manger ground 

What fear we felt in the silent age 
Four-hundred years can He be found 

But broken by a baby's cry 
Rejoice in the hallowed manger ground 

Emmanuel Emmanuel 
God incarnate here to dwell 

Emmanuel Emmanuel 
Praise His name Emmanuel 

(Praise His name Emmanuel) 

The Son of God here born to bleed 
A crown of thorns would pierce His brow 

And we beheld this offering 
Exalted now the King of kings 

Praise God for the hallowed manger ground 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose 

steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our 
best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we 
have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day 
in the light of Christ. Amen. 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and 
you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable 
realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s 
peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray as our Savior, Christ has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Friends in Christ, we wait and watch during this Advent season as we again are 

distanced from each other in love. We wait to be reunited together as one 
congregation to worship in person and at the same time Christ holds us 
together in spirit as recognize the holiness in the gathering of our hearts. And 
as we wait, we seek God’s direction for being the church in this broken world.  

Since we cannot partake in the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus due to 
circumstances beyond all our control, let us in unison pray the prayer of 
Spiritual Communion and invite the communion of the Holy Spirit into our 
hearts. 

O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 
resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we implore you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 
Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you 
in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

BLESSING 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. Amen. 

  



 
SENDING SONG            Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

DISMISSAL 
Acolyte   Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
People THANKS BE TO GOD!  

WORSHIP MINISTERS FOR TODAY 
Clergy: Pastor Peggy Rose 
Acolytes: Leonard Novak and Linden Rawls 
Reader: Janet Timmons 
Prayers: Jocie Ballman 
Lay Leader: Linden Rawls 
Musicians: Denise Hobbs and Carol Latimer 
Technology: Carol Latimer 
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