
 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

December 24, 2020 

The congregation’s part is in bold. 
THE WORD OF GOD 

WELCOME 

BLESSING OF THE CHRISTMAS TREES 
God our creator, we praise you for this Christmas tree, gift of the earth and sign of your 

evergreen presence. As we illumine this tree, let your blessing come upon us. Send 
us your Son, the tender branch of Jesse, who brings us light and life. May we who 
stand in its light eagerly welcome the true Light that never fades. All glory be yours 
now and forever. Amen. 

GATHERING SONG                           O Come All Ye Faithful                                (Verses 1-3) 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 

that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness--on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult 
when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the 
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for 
the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

The Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Luke 2:1-20 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; 
for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 
 



 
BLESSING OF THE NATIVITY SCENE 
O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in the 

stable, we gather around your Son, born for us. Bless us with your holy presence, 
and inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell. Be with us that we might 
share Christ's love with all the world, for he is our light and salvation. Glory in 
heaven and peace on earth, now and forever. Amen. 

MESSAGE                 Pastor Peggy Rose 

SONG AFTER THE SERMON 
THE FIRST NOEL/ABOVE ALL 
The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
Born is the King of Israel. 

They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
Born is the King of Israel.  

(repeat) 

Above all powers, above all kings 
Above all nature and all created things 

Above all wisdom and all the ways of man 
You were here before the world began 

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones 
Above all wonders the world has ever known 

Above all wealth and treasures of the earth 
There’s no way to measure 

What You’re worth 
(repeat) 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
Born is the King of Israel. 

(repeat) 
The First Noel: Traditional (arranged by Palu Baloche) This arr © 2015 Intefrity Worship Music/Leadworship Songs/ASCAP 

Above All: Paul Blonche/Lenny Leblanc © 1999 Integrity’s Hosann! Music?ASCAP (adm worldwide by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excluding the UK which is adm by Integrity Music, songs@integritymusic.com) and LenSongs 
Publishing/ASCAP CCLI#2672885 | All rights reserved 
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INTERGENERATIONAL CREED 
Together let us affirm our shared faith in the words of the Intergenerational Creed written 

by members of Spirit of Grace. 

We believe in God, the Father, who is…Our Leader, Loving, Our Protector, 
Compassionate, Our Provider and Caring. 

The Father …Created Us, Gave Us Life and Gave Us Freedom of Choice. 

We believe in God, the Son, who is…Holy, A Teacher, A Helper, A Friend, Giving and 
Thankful. 

The Son…Puts Others Before Himself, Sacrifices Himself for Us, Is Obedient and 
Shines. 

We believe in God, the Holy Spirit, who is…Invincible, Powerful, A Leader, 
Overwhelming, Amazing, Loving and Awesome. 

The Holy Spirit…Picks You Up When You Are Down, Comforts You, Gives You a 
Shoulder to Cry On, Helps You Get Better, Provides Strength and Gives You 
Spirit. AMEN. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world 
proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your 
faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who 
tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and 
the hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all 
the earth.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



 

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the 
noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek 
lasting peace and sustainable provision for all in their care.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to 
those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. 
Console those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or 
hurting Bob, Bugs, Kathy, Andrea, Jerry.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant 
parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope 
or options. Surround families of every shape and size with your love and care.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the 
saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this 
night in joyful praise around your eternal throne especially Joan Baxter, Ellen 
Sweet,  and Pastor Jill Heather.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our 
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling 

among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. Amen. 

On this Holy Night, instead of our traditional confession let us remind ourselves of the 
source of our forgiveness by singing verses one and four of O Little Town of 
Bethlehem. 



 
O Little Town of Bethlehem                                 (vs 1 &4) 

 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through our 
own work, but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who 
come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray as our Savior, Christ has taught us: 

 



 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Friends in Christ, this Holy Night, we share together in the celebration of the birth of 

Jesus, God’s only Son. He separated himself from heaven and came to us in love. 
We too are separated from each other in love. When the time came, Jesus was 
reunited with the Father in heaven. Likewise, when the time is right for us we will 
be reunited together as one congregation to worship in person. Meanwhile, our 
love for Jesus and our love for each other holds us together in spirit as recognize 
the holiness in the gathering of our hearts. And until that time arrives, we follow 
Jesus’ example for being the church in this broken world.  

Since we cannot partake in the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus due to 
circumstances beyond all our control, let us in unison pray the prayer of Spiritual 
Communion and invite the communion of the Holy Spirit into our hearts. 

O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 
resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we implore you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 
Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you 
in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

CANDLELIGHT SONG 

If you have candles in your home we invite you to light them now and sing along to “Silent 
Night, Holy Night” as has been our tradition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Silent Night, Holy Night 

 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent 

the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ 
through the Word made flesh. Amen. 

MESSAGES FROM GOD’S PEOPLE 
Video compilation of Christmas blessings from congregation members. 
  



 

SENDING SONG           
Joy to the World 

 
DISMISSAL 
Acolyte   Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
People THANKS BE TO GOD!  

WORSHIP MINISTERS FOR TODAY 
Celebrant: Pastor Peggy Rose 
Readers: Janet Timmons 
Prayers: Rick Orban 
Musicians: Denise Hobbs, Cheryl White, Carol Latimer, Janet Timmons, Mary Duerksen, 

Mike Duerksen, Jay Baldwin, Cindy Baldwin, Coretta Russell, Judy Woughter, Bill 
Davis 

Children: Rashad, Hasan 
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