
 

SPIRIT OF GRACE 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD  

January 10, 2021 

The congregation’s part is in bold. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

WELCOME AND PRAYER 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart 

and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which 

divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our 

divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us 

birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the 

everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. Glory to you for oceans and 

lakes, for rivers and streams. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 

by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the 

sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water 

and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your 

promise and servants of all. We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all 

our sins, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 

in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



 

GATHERING SONG                            

TAKE ME TO THE RIVER 

There's a place rich with life 

Where every wave will purify 

Take me there to be with You take me to the river 

There's a place deep with hope 

To saturate the weary soul 

Take me there to be with You take me to the river 

Lead my soul to quietness and trust 

All I know is You will be enough 

Take me to the river 

Pull me off the shore 

Here within Your freedom 

I have found my reason I am Yours 

As I wait within the swell 

You sweep away what's of myself 

Take me there to be with You take me to the river 

Lead my soul to quietness and trust 

All I know is You will be enough 

Take me to the river 

Pull me off the shore 

Here within Your freedom 

I have found my reason I am Yours 

Let the water rise 

Far above my head 

Baptize me in wonder 

Spirit take me under once again 

Let the river flow let the water awaken my soul 

From the dead come life arise arise 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 

Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow 

after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over 

the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And 

God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 

God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the first day. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Acts 19:1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 

Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the 

Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even 

heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you 

baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with 

the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 

come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name 

of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 

them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about 

twelve of them. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Mark 1:4-11 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Christ. 

MESSAGE                 Pastor Peggy Rose 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make 

public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 

Alleluia! We have been claimed by Christ as children of God! 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 



 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. 

You have made public profession of your faith. 

Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live 

among God's faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 

people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the 

earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 

us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people 

the gift of your Holy Spirit:  

 



The spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 

of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 

now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Glorious God, fill your church with joy. Let your faithful people live as beacons of your 

redemption. Give wisdom and courage to your church that it may speak with 

boldness and confidence, even when words of mercy are met with scorn.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Show us your faithfulness in the rising and setting of the sun. Place wonder into the 

hearts of those who search the skies and explore the heavens. Curb waste and 

pollution, that all might have clean air to breathe.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Bring all nations and rulers to the splendor of your dawn. Raise up advocates who 

champion the cause of exploited and vulnerable people. Inspire leaders to be 

generous with abundance, that all people might live in stability and freedom.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Come quickly with your healing power to all who seek love, support, and restoration. 

Dispel fears and shadows. Restore broken relationships and mend broken hearts. 

Bring relief to those who are sick or struggling especially Bob, Bugs, Kathy, Cryss, 

Wilma, Andrea and Jerry.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Send traveling mercies upon all who journey home by other roads. Guard refugees, 

immigrants, and asylum seekers. Protect families fleeing conflict in their 

homelands or abuse in their homes. Tend to those who have no place to lay their 

heads.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



 

According to the boundless riches of Christ, you draw all your saints, from the least to 

the greatest, to your heavenly places especially Joan Baxter, Pastor Jill Heather, 

Ellen Sweet and Marilyn Ottoni. As you created all things, make all things new 

again in the splendor of your glory.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our 

prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD 

THE FIRST NOEL/ABOVE ALL 
The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 

They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.  

Above all powers, above all kings 
Above all nature and all created things 

Above all wisdom and all the ways of man 
You were here before the world began 

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones 
Above all wonders the world has ever known 

Above all wealth and treasures of the earth 
There’s no way to measure 

What You’re worth 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 

poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We 

confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken  

systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of 

love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and 

fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have 

done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know 

them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are 

washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living 

out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray as our Savior, Christ has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR OUR NATION 

Almighty God, you have given us this good land as our heritage. Make us always 

remember your generosity and constantly do your will. Bless our land with 

honesty in the workplace, truth in education, and honor in daily life. Save us 

from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance; and from 

every evil course of action. When times are prosperous, let our hearts be 

thankful; and, in troubled times, do not let our trust in you fail. We pray in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



 

BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen. 

SENDING SONG           

SHINE JESUS SHINE 
Lord the light of Your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining 

Jesus Light of the world shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me 

Shine Jesus shine 
Fill this land 

With the Father’s glory 
Blaze Spirit blaze 

Set our hearts on fire 
Flow river flow 

Flood the nations 
With grace and mercy 

Send forth Your Word Lord 
And let there be light 

Lord I come to Your awesome presence 
From the shadows into Your radiance 

By the blood I may enter Your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 

Shine on me, shine on me 

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
So our faces display Your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story 
Shine on me, shine on me 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

THANKS BE TO GOD!  


