SPIRIT OF GRACE

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 17, 2021

The congregation’s part is in bold.
THE WORD OF GOD

WELCOME AND PRAYER

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart
and especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which
divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our
divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

GATHERING SONG This Little Light of Mine
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I This lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I £o, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ty - where I go, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let 1t shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let 1t shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual



PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings
and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and
follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING
1 Samuel 3:1-20

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LoRD under Eli. The word of the LoRD was
rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was
lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the temple of the LoRrD, where the ark of God was. Then
the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Elj, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So
he went and lay down. The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie
down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LorD had
not yet been revealed to him. The LoRD called Samuel again, a third time. And he
got up and went to Elij, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived
that the LoRD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if
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he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LoRD, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel

went and lay down in his place.

Now the LoRD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, [ am
about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it
tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that [ have spoken concerning his
house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his
house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming
God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”



Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LoRbD.
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel,
my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it
from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all
that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then
he said, “It is the LoRrD; let him do what seems good to him.”

As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy
prophet of the LORD.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 6:12-20

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for
me,” but [ will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and
the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is
meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God
raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and
make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is
united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be
one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun
fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator
sins against the body itself. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own?
For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.



THE GOSPEL

Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in John 1:43-51
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said
to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom
there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered,
“Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see

heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Peggy Rose

INTERGENERATIONAL CREED

Together let us affirm our shared faith in the words of the Intergenerational Creed written
by members of Spirit of Grace.

We believe in God, the Father, who is...Our Leader, Loving, Our Protector,
Compassionate, Our Provider and Caring.

The Father ...Created Us, Gave Us Life and Gave Us Freedom of Choice.

We believe in God, the Son, who is...Holy, A Teacher, A Helper, A Friend, Giving and
Thankful.

The Son...Puts Others Before Himself, Sacrifices Himself for Us, Is Obedient and
Shines.

We believe in God, the Holy Spirit, who is...Invincible, Powerful, A Leader,
Overwhelming, Amazing, Loving and Awesome.

The Holy Spirit...Picks You Up When You Are Down, Comforts You, Gives You a
Shoulder to Cry On, Helps You Get Better, Provides Strength and Gives You
Spirit. AMEN.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Silence

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that
we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he loves us.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles especially Raymond, Cryss, Wilma, Bugs, Andrea, Kim, and
bring them the joy of your salvation.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, remembering especially Martin Luther
King, Jr. We ask that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may
share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.

And also with you.

MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD

BLESSED BE YOUR NAME
Blessed be Your name

In the land that is plentiful
Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name
When I’'m found in the desert place
Though [ walk through the wilderness
Blessed be Your name

Every blessing You pour out
I'll turn back to praise
When the darkness closes in
Lord still I will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

Blessed be Your name
When the sun’s shining down on me
When the world’s all as it should be
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there’s pain in the offering
Blessed be Your name

You give and take away
You give and take away
My heart will choose to say

Lord blessed be Your name
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We
confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken
systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of
love.

We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and
fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have
done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know
them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of -+ Christ Jesus, our sins are
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living
out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray as our Savior, Christ has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Friends in Christ, during this Epiphany season as we continue to share in the celebration
of the birth of Jesus, God’s only Son and his recognition as the newly born King of
the Jews by the world represented by the Maji. We recognize his birth as a gift of
hope to bring peace and goodwill to the world.

Just as Mary and Joseph were separated from their families as they took Jesus and fled to
Egypt for safety, our church family continues in our separation.



When we partake in the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus during the
celebration of the Eucharist, we celebrate the gift of our salvation through the
death and resurrection of Jesus. This morning let us focus of the gift of hope
brought by the birth of Jesus as we pray together the prayer of Spiritual
Communion, gifted to us from the Prayer Book of the Armed Services as we invite
the communion of the Holy Spirit into our hearts.

O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and
thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your
resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we implore you to come
spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord
Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you
in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

PRAYER FOR OUR NATION

Holy Trinity, one God, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of
unity in your own divine life. Make us, who came from many nations with
many languages, a united people that delights in our many different gifts.
Defend our liberties, and give those whom we have entrusted with authority
the spirit of wisdom, that there might be justice and peace in our land. We
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our sovereign and our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the

comforter * keep you in peace. Amen.



SENDING SONG
I WILL FOLLOW

Where You go I'll go
Where You stay I'll stay
When You move I'll move
[ will follow

All Your ways are good
All Your ways are sure
[ will trust in You alone
Higher than my sight
High above my life
[ will trust in You alone

Where You go I'll go
Where You stay I'll stay
When You move I'll move
[ will follow You
Whom You love I'll love
How You serve I'll serve
If this life I lose
I will follow (You)

Yeah I will follow You yeah

Light into the world
Light into my life
[ will live for You alone
You're the One I seek
Knowing I will find
All I need in You alone
In You alone

In You there's life everlasting
In You there's freedom for my soul
In You there's joy unending joy
And I will follow

Yeah I will follow You yeah
[ will follow You yeah
[ will follow You yeah
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
THANKS BE TO GOD!
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