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THE WORD OF GOD 

WELCOME  

GATHERING SONG       Will You Come and Follow Me                      

 



 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is 

poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We 

confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken  

systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of 

love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail 

to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done 

and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are 

washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In 

the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out 

Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 

continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 

speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  



 

 

THE WORD 

THE FIRST READING                 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Moses said: The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 

own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of 

the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear 

the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 

Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. I will raise up 

for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in 

the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 

Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I 

myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other 

gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded 

the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 

Thanks be to God. 

THE SECOND READING                

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something 

does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known 

by him. 

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 

exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-

called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many 

lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for 

whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and 

through whom we exist. 

  



 

 

 

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 

accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered 

to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close 

to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take 

care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the 

weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an 

idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of 

eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for 

whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your 

family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 

Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not 

cause one of them to fall. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 

Thanks be to God. 

THE GOSPEL 

Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Mark 1:21-28 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 

synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as 

one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in their 

synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the 

Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 

And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of 

him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A 

new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they 

obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region 

of Galilee. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Christ. 

MESSAGE                 Pastor Peggy Rose 



 

 

INTERGENERATIONAL CREED 

Together let us affirm our shared faith in the words of the Intergenerational Creed written 

by members of Spirit of Grace. 

We believe in God, the Father, who is…Our Leader, Loving, Our Protector, 

Compassionate, Our Provider and Caring. 

The Father …Created Us, Gave Us Life and Gave Us Freedom of Choice. 

We believe in God, the Son, who is…Holy, A Teacher, A Helper, A Friend, Giving and 

Thankful. 

The Son…Puts Others Before Himself, Sacrifices Himself for Us, Is Obedient and 

Shines. 

We believe in God, the Holy Spirit, who is…Invincible, Powerful, A Leader, 

Overwhelming, Amazing, Loving and Awesome. 

The Holy Spirit…Picks You Up When You Are Down, Comforts You, Gives You a 

Shoulder to Cry On, Helps You Get Better, Provides Strength and Gives You 

Spirit. AMEN. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Silence 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 

we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 

rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 



 

 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 

them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope 

in their troubles especially Raymond, Cryss, Wilma, Bugs, Andrea, Kim, and bring 

them the joy of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died. We ask that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 

prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

  



 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD       Hallelujah, We Sing Your Praises 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION AND CONSECRETION OF HOME COMMUNION ELEMENTS 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 

Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 

wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you 

sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 

glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

Now let us pray to God our Father in the words our Savior gave us,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will 

be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

(The bread is broken) 

Taste and see that the Lord is good, happy are all who come to his banquet. 

 
Friends, when we partake in the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus during the 

celebration of the Eucharist, we celebrate the gift of our salvation through the 

death and resurrection of Jesus. Today we have consecrated these sacraments for 

the sending out to be received in the safety of our homes through the rite of 

communion to the homebound. As we are abstaining from the celebration of this 

Holy Communion as a gathered congregation, let us focus of the gift of hope 

brought by the birth of Jesus through the prayer of Spiritual Communion, gifted to 

us from the Prayer Book of the Armed Services as we invite the communion of the 

Holy Spirit into our hearts. 

O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 

Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 

thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 

resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 

today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we implore you to come 

spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 

Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you 

in us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we are sent 

forth. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this 

sacrament, that through the body and blood of your Son we all may know the 

comfort of your abiding presence. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM GOD’S PEOPLE 

BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and 

the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen. 

  



 

 

 

SENDING SONG                   We Are Marching in the Light        

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

THANKS BE TO GOD!  


