
 
Spirit of Grace 
5th SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 21, 2021 
The congregation’s part is in bold. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
WELCOME  
GATHERING SONG     

AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE) 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found 

Was blind but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone I've been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 

But God who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 
who is full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and 
we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we 
have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to 
follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so 
love. Amen. 

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of 
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God 
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion with the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive 

our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life 
and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

THE PSALM 
Psalm 119:9-16 
9How shall the young keep their way clean? 
  By keeping to your word. 

10With my whole heart I seek you; 
  let me not stray from your commandments. 

11I treasure your promise in my heart, 
  that I may not sin against you. 



  
12Blessed are you, O LORD; 
  instruct me in your statutes.  

13With my lips I recite 
  all the judgments of your mouth. 

14I take greater delight in the way of your decrees 
  than in all manner of riches. 

15I will meditate on your commandments 
  and give attention to your ways. 

16My delight is in your statutes; 
  I will not forget your word.  

THE GOSPEL 

John 12:20-33 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came 
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very 
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just 
a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor. 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, 
it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a 
voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has 
spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 
SEQUENCE HYMN  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

 

MESSAGE           Pastor Peggy Rose 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  



 
MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD     Now the Green Blade Rises 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
The response for today’s prayer is “your mercy is great” after hearing “Hear us, O God.” 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they may 
follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; give hope and 
courage to those who suffer for their faith.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 



 

All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, preserve your 
creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you in tending to 
creation’s well-being.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between 
nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we 
cannot even imagine.   

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your love 
shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Restore all 
who are sick or grieving. Bring vindication for victims of injustice, exploitation, and 
oppression. We ask for your care for Bugs, Leonard, Greg, Joyce, Raymond, Wilma, 
and all those we lift up in prayer.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless 
grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them for 
care and guidance. Console those who deal with infertility, parents who have 
entrusted their children to adoption, and children longing to be adopted. Equip 
ministries and services to families. Especially our Blessing Box, the Bloomfield on 
the River Food Pantry and the Easter Food Basket collection. 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints 
whom you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together we may 
find our lives in you.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  
Please respond with “we give you thanks and praise” after “For your Word of life, O God.” 

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: 
you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life 
into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 
with you. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving 
love. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your 
Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION          

SENDING SONG               Lead Me, Guide Me 

DISMISSAL 
Acolyte   Go in peace. Share the good news. 
People THANKS BE TO GOD!   
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