
Spirit of Grace  
Easter 3 

April 18, 2021 
The congregation’s parts are in bold. 

PRELUDE      

WELCOME 

GATHERING SONG                  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us 
from death to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of 
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 



Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion with the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. 

Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN. 

WORD OF GOD 

FIRST READING 

Acts 3:12-19 

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of 
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author 
of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his 
name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the 
faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of 
you. 

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way 
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 
suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING 

1 John 3:1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see 
him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he 
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him 
sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL READING 
Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Luke 24:36b-48. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were 

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands 
and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he 
said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
and he took it and ate in their presence. 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses 
of these things. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



MESSAGE          Pastor Peggy Rose 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

SONG TO PREPARE FOR PRAYER      O Lord, Hear My Prayer 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power 

of your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever 
death holds sway.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. 
Bring it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. 
Cultivate our care for what you have made.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your 

peace. Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities 
and inspire new beginnings.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are 
afraid or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those 
who grieve (especially). Assure them of your promises.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called 
your beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and 
in our community.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we 
join with all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!”  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Iona Eucharistic Prayer 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
All are welcome at the table. It is God’s Table and He gifts you with the finest He has. 

Please come to the altar area, sending only one person from your family group to 
receive communion for your family. Wear your mask and maintain social distance 
from others in line. A collection basket will be available for you to place your tithes 
and offerings on your way to receive communion.  

COMMUNION SONGS   
THIS IS AMAZING GRACE 

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness 
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 
The King of Glory the King above all kings 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 

(Yeah) (Oh) This is amazing grace 
This is unfailing love 

That You would take my place 
That You would bear my cross 

You laid down Your life 
That I would be set free 

Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me 

Who brings our chaos back into order 
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 

The King of Glory the King of Glory 



Who rules the nations with truth and justice 
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 

The King of Glory the King above all kings 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy worthy worthy 
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HEAR OUR PRAISES 
May our homes be filled with dancing 

May our streets be filled with joy 
May injustice bow to Jesus 

As the people turn and pray 

From the mountain to the valley 
Hear our praises rise to You 

From the heavens to the nations 
Hear our singing fill the air 

May a light shine in the darkness 
As we walk before the cross 

May Your glory fill the whole earth 
As the water over the seas 

Hallelujah hallelujah 
Hallelujah hallelujah 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy 
to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING OF COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we are sent forth. 
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we bring this 
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sacrament, that through the body and blood of your Son we all may know the 
comfort of your abiding presence. Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG 
HOSANNA (PRAISE IS RISING) 

Praise is rising 
Eyes are turning to You 

We turn to You 
Hope is stirring 

Hearts are yearning for You 
We long for You 

'Cause when we see You 
We find strength to face the day 

In Your presence 
All our fears are washed away 

(Washed away) 

Hosanna hosanna 
You are the God who saves us 

Worthy of all our praises 
Hosanna hosanna 

Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

Hear the sound of 
Hearts returning to You 

We turn to You 
In Your Kingdom 

Broken lives are made new 
You make us new 
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE  
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