
 

Spirit of Grace  

Easter Sunday 
April 4, 2021 

The congregation’s parts are in bold. 

PRELUDE     The Easter Song 

WELCOME 

GATHERING SONG                 Jesus Christ is Risen Today  ALCM Virtual Choir 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 



 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us 
from death to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of 
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion with the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become 

the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, 

and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN. 

WORD OF GOD 

OLD TESTIMENT READING 

Isaiah 25:6-9 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 

well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet 

that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people 

he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 



 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might 

save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his 

salvation. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTIMENT READING 

Acts 10:34-43 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right 

is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 

him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL READING 

Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Mark 16:1-8. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day 

of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to 

one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 

When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 

been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 

white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do 

not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 



 

been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, 

just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 

amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE          Pastor Peggy Rose 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

SONG TO PREPARE FOR PRAYER      Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power 
of your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever 
death holds sway.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. 
Bring it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. 
Cultivate our care for what you have made.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your 
peace. Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities 
and inspire new beginnings.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are 
afraid or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those 
who grieve (especially). Assure them of your promises.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called 
your beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and 
in our community.  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we 
join with all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!”  

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of 

our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we worship 

and adore. You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you 

created fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us 

in your image, and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than 

the seas, you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. That also we, 

estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us through 

the life and death of Jesus. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 



 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. We 

remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the 

face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through 

your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal your 

Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in 

your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we 

may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry of the 

needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 

we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is 

yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and 

forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will 

be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

  



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

All are welcome at the table. It is God’s Table and He gifts you with the finest He has. 

Please come to the altar area, sending only one person from your family group to 

receive communion for your family. Wear your mask and maintain social distance 

from others in line. A collection basket will be available for you to place your tithes 

and offerings on your way to receive communion.  

COMMUNION SONGS   

JESUS MESSIAH 
He became sin who knew no sin 

That we might become His righteousness 
He humbled Himself and carried the cross 

Love so amazing love so amazing 

Jesus Messiah Name above all names 
Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel 

The Rescue for sinners 
The Ransom from heaven 
Jesus Messiah Lord of all 

His body the bread His blood the wine 
Broken and poured out all for love 

The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn 
Love so amazing love so amazing 

All our hope is in You 
All our hope is in You 

All the glory to You God 
The Light of the world 

Jesus Messiah 
Lord of all 

The Lord of all 
The Lord of all 
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(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
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Wondrously Made Songs  
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For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. 
 All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 204771  
CCLI Streaming License #20127476 
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HEAR OUR PRAISES 
May our homes be filled with dancing 

May our streets be filled with joy 

May injustice bow to Jesus 

As the people turn and pray 
 

From the mountain to the valley 

Hear our praises rise to You 

From the heavens to the nations 

Hear our singing fill the air 
 

May a light shine in the darkness 

As we walk before the cross 

May Your glory fill the whole earth 

As the water over the seas 
 

Hallelujah hallelujah 

Hallelujah hallelujah 
CCLI License #2543402 For use solely in accordance with the SongSelect Advanced Terms of Agreement.  

All rights Reserved. www.songtouch.com 
CCLI License #204771  

CCLI Streaming License #20127476 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy 

to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 

hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



 

SENDING SONG 

REDEEMER SAVIOR FRIEND  
I know You had me on Your mind 

When You climbed up on that hill 

For You saw me with eternal eyes 

While I was yet in sin 

Redeemer Savior Friend 
 

Every stripe upon Your battered back 

Every thorn that pierced Your brow 

Every nail drove deep through guiltless hands 

Said that Your love knows no end 

Redeemer Savior Friend 
 

Redeemer redeem my heart again 

Savior, come and shelter me from sin 

You’re familiar with my weakness 

Devoted to the end 

Redeemer Savior Friend 
 

So the grace 

You pour upon my life 

Will return to You in praise 

And I’ll gladly 

Lay down all my crowns 

For the name by which I’m saved 

Redeemer Savior Friend 
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DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE        O Day Full of Grace             ALCM Virtual Choir 


