
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY LITURGY 
Spirit of Grace  

Thursday, April 9, 2020 

The congregation’s parts are in bold. 
GATHERING SONG 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  (verses 1-3) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against 

sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is 
the struggle to which we were called at baptism.  

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the 
peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our 
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God 
and with one another. 

Keep silence for reflection and self-examination. 



Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 

GREETING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 

commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our 
hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. AMEN. 

WORD OF GOD 

PSALM 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 

2for the LORD has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 

12How shall I repay the LORD 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 

13I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the LORD.  



14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 

15Precious in your sight, O LORD, 
  is the death of your servants. 

16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 

17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the LORD. 

18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 

19in the courts of the LORD‘s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of 
Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 
got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
"Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what 
I am doing, but later you will understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash 
my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon 
Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus 
said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to 
betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 

  



After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said 
to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and 
you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, that 
you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 
If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said 
to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another." 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE          Pastor Peggy Rose 

BODY BLESSING FOR LENT 
In lieu of Washing of Feet at the worship service on Maundy Thursday, we have an 
opportunity to try something different, where only people who are safe health-wise are being 
close to one another. It can be a form of using water to anoint another. The one who is being 
blessed remains silent, as the person doing the blessing places their hand next to the body 
part being blessed OR uses a small amount of water to anoint that part. The last three lines 
of the blessing are whispered back to the person doing the anointing.  

Forehead 
May the Gospel teachings about non-judgment resound in your thoughts of others. 

Ears 
May you listen closely to how God invites you to grow spiritually at this Lenten season. 

Eyes 
May you slow down and look more intently in order to find God’s movement in your life. 

Shoulders 
May you carry your cross of difficulties with courage, trusting God’s strength to uphold 
you. 
  



Hands 
May your service be so intertwined with God that this love overflows from your heart. 

Heart 
May you keep turning your heart toward God and allow this love to be reflected in the way 
you live your life. 

Feet 
May you welcome God’s companionship and guidance as you travel the path of life. 
 
Whisper to the other person: 
Return with all your heart. Remember the Holy Spirit dwells in you. Be at peace. 
Taken from Prayer Seeds: A Gathering of Blessings, Reflections, and Poems for Spiritual Growth c. 2017 by Joyce Rupp. Used by permission of 
Ave Maria Press, Inc. All rights reserved. 

OFFERTORY SONG                         As I Have Done for You  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Gathered around Jesus in that Upper Room, let us pray for the whole people of God, the 

earth, and all who cry out for healing. 

A brief silence. 

God of love, unite your church in its commitment to humble service. Make us your 
faithful disciples. Speak words of truth and grace through us. Encourage us in self-
giving acts of kindness. Let us love one another as you have loved us. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

God of love, tend to flocks, fields, and vineyards. Bring favorable weather for crops to 
grow. Guide the hands of those who cultivate, farm, and garden. Let the earth 
flourish so that all may eat and be satisfied. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of love, you give us a new commandment, to have love for one another. We give 
thanks for organizations that respond to disasters and for agencies that offer relief 
and humanitarian aid to populations in need especially doctors, nurses, first 
responders, medical professionals and other essential workers. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of love, give ear to all who call upon you for any need of body or spirit (especially). 
Provide for those who do not have enough to eat, those who are unemployed or 
underemployed, and those who rely on the generosity of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



God of love, you invite us to your table of mercy. Heal all divisions between members of 
this assembly. Extend the hospitality of this table beyond these walls, that your 
love and welcome be made known to all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of love, glorify your servants who walked by faith in this life and who now feast 
with you. Inspire us by the sacrifice of those who were imprisoned, persecuted, 
or martyred for their faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend 
them to you; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Preface for Maundy Thursday 

In unity, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the 
Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. we remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your 
resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come 
spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord 
Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in 
us, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR AND PSALM 22 
Jesus has been betrayed! It has begun. 
Tonight, he will be accused of blasphemy.  

Tonight, he will be stripped of his clothing and his dignity.  
Tonight, he will be mocked.   
People will spit on him and laugh at him. 

Tonight, he will be beaten. 
Tonight, he will be denied by his very own followers.  
Tonight, he will begin the work of saving the whole world. 



The service ends in silence.  

Holy Week continues Good Friday with our Community Good Friday service at noon on Zoom, 
in collaboration with: Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Orchard Lake Community Church, 
West Bloomfield United Methodist Church, and Pine Lake Congregational Church. 
Meeting ID: 248 851 2330. Passcode: Love4All. 

Saturday, April 3 at 8 pm the Episcopal Diocese is hosting a live Easter Vigil Service 
broadcast from the Cathedral Church of St. Paul. Streamed live at edomi.org/easter 
and at facebook.com/stpaulsdetroit 

Sunday, April 4, we will celebrate Easter Sunday in the parking lot at 10 am. The service 
recording will be posted to our YouTube channel in the evening on Easter Sunday. 

 

   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001v1SkGc4iwvhSvTVJk6Fs7zHSaK1HqfigcutWqKnQM7Y7-BxX4BrX5plI5l2D_ZSkMj5TaqstTEL6pIHB2R818Q8uE8ipcmIIgTL-HdDCug8vl566m3C18u7Euc9KNl_nmoKq_cuBXg-SyOM_xbQEFQ==&c=P8TxrUx7nZWu-mIIab3w22sxq87sbkpqOu22750HJ2uNwraQsCMvUg==&ch=T4Oj79EBm2Kqi3VQF-dUybVCi0dI6rPdIgtK1z2g0Zv5Kx20b7EKDw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001v1SkGc4iwvhSvTVJk6Fs7zHSaK1HqfigcutWqKnQM7Y7-BxX4BrX5hDWmg0S6M_63Xci_L4tO92eQ0eRvSC_QOTXUkYKG7QaKLldsJJqnOxWIw0QefvCh5A7gj2ognIOHA3f6xYGd09sEshewQWoEkzZDQvTwRMkKf_6FGN0om4=&c=P8TxrUx7nZWu-mIIab3w22sxq87sbkpqOu22750HJ2uNwraQsCMvUg==&ch=T4Oj79EBm2Kqi3VQF-dUybVCi0dI6rPdIgtK1z2g0Zv5Kx20b7EKDw==
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