
SPIRIT OF GRACE  
3rd Sunday after Pentecost  

Service of the Word with Spiritual Communion 
for June 13, 2021 

The congregation’s parts are in bold. 
PRELUDE  

WELCOME  

GATHERING SONG         COME ALL YOU PEOPLE  
Come, all you people, come and praise the Most High; 
come, all you people, come and praise the Most High; 
come, all you people, come and praise the Most High; 

come now and worship the Lord. 

Come, all you people, come and praise the Savior; 
come, all you people, come and praise the Savior; 
come, all you people, come and praise the Savior; 

come now and worship the Lord. 

Come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit; 
come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit; 
come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit; 

come now and worship the Lord. 
Text: Alexander Gondo; tr. I-to Loh, b. 1936, alt.Text  © 1986 World Council of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland, and the Asian Institute of Liturgy & Music, notation and English paraphrase by I-to Loh. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 

mercy. Amen. 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 

question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we 
live. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take 
offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can 
we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the 
world. Amen. 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By 
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through 
Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved 
into abundant life. Amen. 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion with the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 

yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in 
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING 
Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out.  I will break off a 
tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and 
lofty mountain. 

On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and 
bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the 
shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 

All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make 
high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish.  

I the LORD have spoken; I will accomplish it. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING 
2nd Corinthians 5:6-17 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have 
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 
So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us 
must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

  



Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are 
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We 
are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast 
about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance 
and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our 
right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced 
that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those 
who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised 
for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE SONG 
THE HEART OF WORSHIP 

When the music fades 
All is stripped away 
And I simply come 

Longing just to bring 
Something that’s of worth 
That will bless Your heart 

I’ll bring You more than a song 
For a song in itself 

Is not what You have required 
You search much deeper within 
Through the way things appear 

You’re looking into my heart 

I’m coming back to the heart of worship 
And it’s all about You, all about You, Jesus 

I’m sorry Lord for the thing I’ve made it 
When it’s all about You, all about You, Jesus 

King of endless worth 
No one could express 

How much You deserve 
Though I’m weak and poor 

All I have is Yours 
Every single breath 

CCLI Song #2296522 © 1997 Thankyou Music  Matt Redman For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com  
CCLI License #204771 CCLI Streaming License #20127476 



GOSPEL READING 
Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Mark 4:26-34. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and 
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does 
not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the 
full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest 
of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of 
all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests 
in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MESSAGE          Pastor Peggy Rose 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  



I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

MUSICAL OFFERING TO GOD    
REFINER’S FIRE 
Purify my heart 

Let me be as gold 
And precious silver 

Purify my heart 
Let me be as gold 

Pure gold 

Refiner’s fire 
My heart’s one desire 

Is to be holy 
Set apart for You Lord 

I choose to be holy 
Set apart for You my Master 

Ready to do Your will 

Purify my heart 
Cleanse me from within 

And make me holy 
Purify my heart 

Cleanse me from my sin 
Deep within 

CCLI Song #426298 © 1990 Vineyard Songs Canada  Brian Doerksen  For use solely in accordance with the SongSelect Advanced Terms of Agreement. All rights Reserved. www.songtouch.com CCLI License 
#204771 CCLI Streaming License #20127476 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
A brief silence. 

http://www.songtouch.com/


Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the 
good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of 
the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places 
suffering drought.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to 
regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to 
others.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who 
call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and 
homelessness.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for our 
church musicians. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this place; 
the cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our 
hearts.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you 
especially Bob LaFond and Donald Cox. We look forward to that day when we are 
reunited in your new creation.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen. 
  



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of 

Christ’s love with the world. Now we invite the Holy Spirit to commune with us with 
the prayer for Spiritual Communion. Let us pray together. 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church 
where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, remembering 
particularly our own parish and those worshiping there, we long to offer you 
praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the 
redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of 
grace and the hope of glory.  

And particularly for the blessings given us. We believe that you are truly present in 
the Holy Sacrament, and, since we cannot at this time receive communion, we 
pray you to come into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace 
you with all our hearts, our souls, and our minds. Let nothing separate us from 
you; let us serve you in this life until, by your grace, we come to your glorious 
kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in our hearts in the fullness of your strength; be our wisdom 
and guide us in right pathways; conform our lives and actions to the image of your 
holiness; and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power 
that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

*Spiritual Communion is excerpted from Saint Augustine’s Prayer Book. © 2014 Forward Movement 

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
The blessing of God,  

who provides for us, feeds us,  
and journeys with us, ☩  
be upon you now and forever. Amen. 



SENDING SONG           

LET IT RISE 
Let the glory of the Lord 

Rise among us 
Let the glory of the Lord 

Rise among us 
Let the praises of the King 

Rise among us 
Let it rise 

Let the songs of the Lord 
Rise among us 

Let the songs of the Lord 
Rise among us 

Let the joy of the King 
Rise among us let it rise 

O let it rise 
O let it rise 

CCLI Song # 2240585 Holland Davis © 1997, 1999 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)  
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 204771 CCLI Streaming License #20127476 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  
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