
 

SPIRIT OF GRACE  
18th Sunday after Pentecost with Celebration of Holy Communion 

September 26, 2021 
The congregation’s parts are in bold. 

 

PRELUDE          Change My Heart O God      

WELCOME 

GATHERING SONG       HALLELUJAH! WE SING YOUR PRAISES  ELW 819 

 

Hallelujah! We sing your praises, 
all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
Hallelujah! We sing your praises, 

all our hearts are filled with gladness.  Repeat 
 

Christ the Lord to us said: 
I am wine, I am bread, 

I am wine, I am bread, 
give to all who thirst and hunger.   

 
Now he sends us all out, 

strong in faith, free of doubt, 
strong in faith, free of doubt. 

Tell to all the joyful gospel.   
 

Text: South African, tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984 
English text © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with 
our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to 
you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.   
Amen. 



 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God 
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion with the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a 
share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING 

Numbers 11:4-6,10-16,24-29 

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and 
said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for 
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our 
strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 

Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their 
tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said to 
the Lord, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in 
your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? Did I conceive all this 
people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, 
as a nurse carries a sucking child,’ to the land that you promised on oath to their 
ancestors? Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to 
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they 
are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at 
once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 

So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you 
know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of 
meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy 
elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the Lord came down in 
the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on 
the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they 
did not do so again. 



 

Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and 
the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone 
out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told 
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua son of Nun, the 
assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But Moses 
said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 19:7-14 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul;  
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart;  
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever;  
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,  
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened,  
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends?  
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me;  
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight,  
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

SECOND READING 

James 5:13-20 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The 
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful 
and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might 
not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he 
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 



 

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought 
back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering 
will save the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL READING          

Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Mark 9:38-50 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 
we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop 
him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to 
speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives 
you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose 
the reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 
thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 
And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 
to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire 
is never quenched. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how 
can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MESSAGE              Pastor Peggy Rose 

HYMN OF THE DAY                      THE NAME OF THE LORD 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be the name of the Lord most high 
(REPEAT) 



 

Holy is the name of the Lord 
Holy is the name of the Lord 

Holy is the name of the Lord most high 
(REPEAT) 

The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are safe 

The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are safe 

Glory to the name of the Lord 
Glory to the name of the Lord 

Glory to the name of the Lord most high 
(REPEAT) 

CCLI Song # 265239 
Clinton Utterbach 

© 1989 Universal - Polygram International Publishing, Inc. (Admin. by Universal Music Publishing Group) 
CCLI License # 204771 

 
 
APOSTLES CREED  
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 
 
We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage them in 
their journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer, service, 
and worship. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for natural wonders of your creation especially the Great Lakes that surround our 
beautiful state. Restore our damaged forests, waterways and natural habitats and lead us 
to be good stewards of what you have provided. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. 
Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease, 
especially bugs, Joyce, and Wilma. Provide them with peace and resilience for the days 
ahead. Sustain their caregivers with energy and patience. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: our pastor, musicians, readers, 
acolytes, altar guild and ushers. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the 
passion to continue in their service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every 
time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised 
salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you.  And also with you. 



 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places  

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus  

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of  

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name  

and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  

who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for  

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for  

the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering, therefore,  

his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share  

this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you  

and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be  

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 

All are welcome at the table. It is God’s Table and He gifts you with the finest He has. 

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Our communion elements are 

prepackaged grape juice and wafer packets for your safety. Please enjoy the communion 

music during this time and wear a mask if you choose to sing along. 

COMMUNION SONGS                  SHINE JESUS SHINE 

Shine Jesus shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze Spirit blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 

Flow river flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth Your word Lord 
And let there be light 

Lord the light of Your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining 

Jesus Light of the world shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us 

Shine on me shine on me 

Lord I come to Your awesome presence 
From the shadows into Your radiance 

By the blood I may enter Your brightness 
Search me try me consume all my darkness 

Shine on me shine on me 

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
So our faces display Your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story 
Shine on me shine on me 



 

CCLI Song # 30426 
Graham Kendrick 

© 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 204771 

OH, SING TO THE LORD  ELW 822 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING…Amen.  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together.  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the 
desert and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast 
of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING SONG           GO, MAKE DISCIPLES                     ELW 540 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service   
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