
 

SPIRIT OF GRACE  
Second Sunday in Advent with Celebration of Holy Communion 

December 5, 2021 
The congregation’s parts are in bold. 

PRELUDE                                      10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) 

WELCOME  

GATHERING SONG           YOU ARE HOLY (PRINCE OF PEACE) 

You are holy (You are holy) 

You are mighty (You are mighty) 

You are worthy (You are worthy) 

Worthy of praise (worthy of praise) 

I will follow (I will follow) 

I will listen (I will listen) 

I will love You (I will love You) 

All of my days (all of my days) 

I will sing to and worship the King who is worthy 

And I will love and adore Him 

And I will bow down before Him 

And I will sing to and worship the King who is worthy 

And I will love and adore Him 

And I will bow down before Him 

You're my Prince of Peace and I will live my life for You 

You are Lord of lords You are King of kings 

You are mighty God Lord of ev'rything 

You're Emmanuel You're the Great I Am 

You're the Prince of Peace who is the Lamb 

You're the living God You're my saving grace 

You will reign forever You are Ancient of Days 

You are Alpha Omega Beginning and End 

You're my Savior Messiah Redeemer and Friend 

You're my Prince of Peace and I will live my life for You 

You’re my Prince of Peace and I will live my life for You 

CCLI Song # 2332149 Marc Imboden | Tammi Rhoton CCLI License # 204771 



 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all 

the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

SONG DURING LIGHTING            HE CAME DOWN     ELW 253 V.1-2 
 

He came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for 

Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within us the fire of your 

Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace, 

that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our 

Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

Amen. 

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 

seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

   



 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 

they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Luke 1:68-79 
 
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 

  you have come to your people and set them free. 

 69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 

  born of the house of your servant David.  

 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 

  71from the hands of all who hate us, 

 72to show mercy to our forebears, 

  and to remember your holy covenant. 

 73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 

  74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

 free to worship you without fear, 

  75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.  

 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 

  for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

 77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 

  by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 78In the tender compassion of our God 

  the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11 
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 

day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you 

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this 

way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s 



 

grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 

gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 

Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 

knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 

of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6  
          

Open your hearts and your minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Luke 3:1-6. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor 

of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of 

Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of 

Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MESSAGE                     LIGHTKEEPERS         Pastor Peggy Rose & Judy Imbrunone 

 
 

 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY        CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT                       ELW 715   
    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

NICENE CREED     
 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the Nicene Creed. 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for 
God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 



 

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our 

bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their 

words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter 

and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who 

have lost children, parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those 

living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to 

provide safe places for us to live and go to school and work. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Send your servants to care for those who suffer, especially those who were affected by 

the Oxford High School shooting last week. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out 

with compassion to those who are hungry, lonely, ill or waiting for treatments, especially 

bugs, Carol, Janet, Leila and Wilma. Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden 

those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders 

alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly 

remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of 

your coming. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers 

and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.  

Amen. 

 



 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 

 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of 

divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. Amen. 

 

PEACE  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

 

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this 

simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 



 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  



 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 

All are welcome at the table. It is God’s Table and He gifts you with the finest He has. 

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. Our communion elements are 

prepackaged grape juice and wafer packets for your safety. Please enjoy the communion 

music during this time and wear a mask if you choose to sing along. 

COMMUNION SONGS                  REFINER’S FIRE 

Purify my heart 

Let me be as gold 

And precious silver 

Purify my heart 

Let me be as gold 

Pure gold 

Refiner's fire 

My heart's one desire 

Is to be holy 

Set apart for You Lord 

I choose to be holy 

Set apart for You my Master 

Ready to do Your will 

Purify my heart 

Cleanse me from within 

And make me holy 

Purify my heart 

Cleanse me from my sin 

Deep within 

CCLI Song # 426298 
Brian Doerksen 

CCLI License # 204771 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EMMANUEL (HALLOWED MANGER GROUND) 

What hope we hold this starlit night 

A King is born in Bethlehem 

Our journey long we seek the light 

That leads to the hallowed manger ground 

What fear we felt in the silent age 

Four-hundred years can He be found 

But broken by a baby's cry 

Rejoice in the hallowed manger ground 

Emmanuel Emmanuel 

God incarnate here to dwell 

Emmanuel Emmanuel 

Praise His name Emmanuel 

(Praise His name Emmanuel) 

The Son of God here born to bleed 

A crown of thorns would pierce His brow 

And we beheld this offering 

Exalted now the King of kings 

Praise God for the hallowed manger ground 

CCLI Song # 5601640 
Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray together.  

Most High God, you have come among us at this table. 

By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 

sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,  

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.  

Amen. 



 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED—Susan and Brian Perks 
 

Eternal God, we thank you for Susan and Brian and for our life together in this 

congregation and community. As they have been a blessing to us, so now send them forth 

to be a blessing to others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING SONG      THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE ELW 677 

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 

Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Text: African American spiritual 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE                   Hosanna 
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