SPIRIT OF GRACE

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022

The congregation’s parts are in bold.
Masks are respectfully requested during singing.

GATHERING
PRELUDE In Christ Alone
WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the waters of baptism,

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.

We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth, through the city,
through every living thing.

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.

You open the gate of righteousness

and we pass safely through.

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.

You call us forth and send us out.

In lush and barren places, you are with us.

You have become our salvation.



Now breathe upon this water

and awaken your church once more.

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG CHRIST IS ALIVE, LET CHRISTIANS SING ELW 389

1 Christis alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2 Christis alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.

5 Christis alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring

with joy, with justice, love, and praise.
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts
your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness
and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



WORD
FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then
Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, >“I was in the city of Joppa praying,
and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from
heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. ¢As I looked at it
closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 also
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord;
for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” °But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 19This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven.

11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where
we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them
and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He
told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and
bring Simon, who is called Peter; 1*he will give you a message by which you and your
entire household will be saved.’ 15And as [ began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them
just as it had upon us at the beginning. 1°And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he
had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17If then
God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I that [ could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they
praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to
life.”

Word God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 148

1Hallelujah! Praise the LoRD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2Praise the LoRp, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.



4Praise the LoRrD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
’Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
‘mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
1owild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
ligovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The LorD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lorp. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6

1] saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2And [ saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

“he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”



5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am making all things new.” Also
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ¢Then he said to me, “Itis
done! [ am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 13:31-35

Open your hearts and minds to the Good News as it is recorded in the 13th chapter
of John. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has
been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where | am going, you
cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. 3>By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Peggy Rose
HYMN OF THE DAY BIND US TOGETHER

Bind us together Lord
Bind us together with cords
That cannot be broken
Bind us together Lord
Bind us together Lord
Bind us together with love

1 There is only one God
There is only one King
There is only one body

That is why we can sing



2 Made for the glory of God
Purchased by His precious Son
Born with the right to be clean

For Jesus the vict'ry has won

3 You are the fam’ly of God

You are the promise divine

You are God's chosen desire
You are the glorious new wine

CCLI Song # 1228

Bob Gillman
© 1977 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

NICENE CREED
We are an Easter people, with the whole church let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as the
church cares for one another. Guide our bishops Michael Curry, Elizabeth Eaton, Don
Kreiss and Bonnie Perry as they love and care for your people. Open us to perceive your
gifts in those we least expect. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us,
especially through all the beautiful lakes and parks in our state. Urge us toward more
deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Bring peace to the Ukraine so that
their land and homes can be restored. Touch the hearts of people of all nations to help
those affected by this crisis, especially the refugees needing shelter, food, and hygiene
supplies. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless our Diabetic Food Pantry this Saturday so that all who come will have food to take
home, all who volunteer will enjoy being part of this ministry, and all who donate food
will know their help is much appreciated. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress, especially Judy I. and Leila. As
Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and great
need. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal
us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let
everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each
person’s identity and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
BLESSING OF THE PERSONAL CARE KITS
OFFERING PRAYER

Living God,

you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign,

and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show
us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life;
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,

we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Holy Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus, by your Holy Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,



your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the Kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, come to the feast

All are welcome at the table. Come forward at the direction of the usher. Hold your hand
under the touch-less dispenser to receive the wafer. Return to your seat to consume it. If you
would like to receive a blessing only, please place your arms across your chest.

COMMUNION SONGS WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL ELW 359

1 Where charity and love prevalil,
there God is ever found;
brought here together by Christ's love,
by love we thus are bound.

3 Letusrecall that in our midst
dwells Christ, God's holy Son;
as members of each body joined,
in him we are made one.

5 Letus forgive each other's faults
as we our own confess,
that we may love each other well
in Christian gentleness.

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent,; tr, Omer Westendorf, 19161997, alt,
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EAT THIS BREAD

ELW 472
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.”

O

Text: Taizé Community
Music: BERTHIER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
Text and music @ 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent,

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together.

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread

we have tasted the new heaven and earth

where hunger and thirst are no more.

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

Amen.

Je - sus Christ, ris - en Lord, those who trust in vyou will not thirst.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING SONG BLESSED BE YOUR NAME Virtual Choir

1 Blessed be Your name
In the land that is plentiful
Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name

2 Blessed be Your name
When I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed be Your name

EVv’ry blessing You pour out I'll
Turn back to praise
When the darkness closes in Lord
Still I will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

3 Blessed be Your name
When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's all as it should be

Blessed be Your name

4 Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed be Your name

You give and take away
You give and take away
My heart will choose to say
Lord blessed be Your name
CCLI Song # 3798438

Beth Redman | Matt Redman
© 2002 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)



DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

How Great Is Our God
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