SPIRIT OF GRACE

Ascension of Our Lord
May 29, 2022

The congregation’s parts are in bold.
Thank you for masking to help us worship safely.

GATHERING
PRELUDE Hosanna
WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the waters of baptism,

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.

We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth, through the city,
through every living thing.

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.

You open the gate of righteousness

and we pass safely through.

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.

You call us forth and send us out.

In lush and barren places, you are with us.

You have become our salvation.



Now breathe upon this water

and awaken your church once more.

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG CHRIST IS ALIVE ELW 389

1 Christis alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2 Christis alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.

5 Christis alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring

with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes
for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



WORD
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11

[Luke writes:] In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught
from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. *While staying with
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” °When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 1°While he was going and they were
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

Word God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 93

The Lord is king, robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength.
The LorD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.
2Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;
you are from everlasting.
3The waters have lifted up, O LorD, the waters have lifted up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.
“‘Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,
mightier is the LorD who dwells on high.
SYour testimonies are very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LoRrD, forever and forevermore.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

15] have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason 1¢I do not cease to give thanks for you as [ remember you in my prayers. 7]
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 1°and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great

power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in
the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head
over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53

Open your hearts and minds to the Good News as it is recorded in the 24th chapter
of Luke. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke
to you while [ was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds
to understand the scriptures, 4¢and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. ¥°And see, [ am
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have
been clothed with power from on high.”

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. >'While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up
into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Peggy Rose



HYMN OF THE DAY LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT COMMISSION

1 Lord, you give the great commission:
"Heal the sick and preach the word."
Lest the church neglect its mission,
and the gospel go unheard,
help us witness to your purpose
with renewed integrity:

With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us
for the work of ministry.

3 Lord, you make the common holy:
"This my body, this my blood."
Let us all, for earth's true glory,

daily lift life heavenward,
asking that the world around us
share your children's liberty:
With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us
for the work of ministry.

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934
Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

NICENE CREED

We are an Easter people, with the whole church let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

ELW 579



was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Holy One, ruler of heaven and earth, wash us in your Holy Spirit and make us witnesses to
your resurrected life in this community. Let our fellowship be a sign to others of the
presence of Christ. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Through thundering, mighty waters reveal your creative power at work in creation.
Cleanse the air, land, and waters with the movement of your Spirit and the participation
of your people. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In faithful and diverse worship, turn all people toward you and your loving will for
humankind. Bridge differences among traditions and across faiths. Unite us in mission for
the sake of a world in need. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



In the suffering and death of Jesus, draw near to those who suffer and those awaiting
surgery, especially Leila, Susan L., and Dick, Lisa’s uncle. Hold them in the palm of your
loving hand and give them rest. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Inspire us through the music, dance, and other arts ministries of this congregation. With
clapping, shouting, singing, playing, and moving, let our bodies bear witness to the joy
you alone can give. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Rouse us to remember the faithful witness of the saints who have gone before us. By their
lives and the life and death of Jesus, enlighten our hearts, give us hope, and lead us in
wisdom. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable
reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and
show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

who, enthroned forever at your right hand,
intercedes for us as our great high priest.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.



Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.



With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, come to the feast

All are welcome at the table. Come forward at the direction of the usher. Hold your hand
under the touch-less dispenser to receive the wafer. Return to your seat to consume it. If you
would like to receive a blessing only, please place your arms across your chest.



COMMUNION SONGS BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR ELW 838
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Text: Gesangbuch. Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERE JESU, Silestan folk twne, 19th cenl.



CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS ELW 855
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, 15, 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-19403, 1. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George 1. Elvey, 1816-1893

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together.

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread

we have tasted the new heaven and earth

where hunger and thirst are no more.

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen.



SENDING

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING SONG HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD

1 The splendor of the King

Clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice

All the earth rejoice

He wraps Himself in light

And darkness tries to hide

And trembles at His voice

And trembles at His voice

How great is our God
Sing with me
How great is our God
And all will see how great
How great is our God

2 And age to age He stands
And time is in His hands
Beginning and the End
Beginning and the End
The Godhead three in one
Father Spirit Son
The Lion and the Lamb
The Lion and the Lamb

Name above all names
Worthy of all praise
My heart will sing
How great is our God

CCLI Song # 4348399
Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves
© 2004 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Wondrously Made Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)



DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Give Thanks
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