SPIRIT OF GRACE

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost
October 16, 2022

The congregation’s parts are in bold.
Thank you for masking while singing to help us worship safely.

GATHERING
PRELUDE What a Beautiful Name
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: We are gathered to give witness to the enduring realities of life.

People: We have come to affirm that life is a gift, that the gift is good, and that it
comes from God.

Leader: We are gathered to renew our hope in Jesus Christ, as we travel life’s long
journey.

People: We find God in the paths of our present and our past, but we also trust in
God’s love in our future.

Leader: The same God guides us all the way every day of our lives, and beyond life.

ALL: Let us praise God with our whole hearts and entrust our lives to God’s
hands. Amen.

GATHERING SONG EVERY PRAISE

Every praise is to our God
Every word of worship with one accord
Every praise every praise is to our God
Sing hallelujah to our God
Glory hallelujah is due our God
Every praise every praise is to our God



God my Savior
God my Healer
God my Deliverer
Yes He is yes He is
(Yes He is yes He is)

Ending

Every praise is to our God
Every word of worship with one accord
Every praise every praise
Every praise every praise
Every praise every praise
Every praise every praise
Every praise every praise
Every praise every praise
Every praise every praise is to our God

CCLI Song # 6623483
Hezekiah Walker | John David Bratton
© 2013 Li'l Eva Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Luv Ki Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Davo Pavo Music (Admin. by Ole Media Management LP)

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

0 Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries.

Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for
all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31
22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the
stream, and likewise everything that he had. #4Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled



with him until daybreak. 2When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he
struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with
him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you
go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said,

“Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 2°Then Jacob asked him, “Please
tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed
him. 39So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face, and yet
my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of
his hip.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 121

11 lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
My help comes from the LoRD,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3The LorD will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“‘Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
5the LORD watches over you;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
°the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
"The Lorb will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8The Lorp will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it, >and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that
are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for
every good work.



#1]n the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead,
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the
message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke,
and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when
people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate
for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to
the truth and wander away to myths. >As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do
the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HALLE, HALLE, HALLELUJAH ELW 172

Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

Music: Caribbean traditional; arr, Mark Sedo, b 1954
A D 1995 Aupsbuarg Foetress,

GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8

Open your hearts and minds to the Good News as it is recorded in the 18th chapter
of Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

IThen Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He
said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for
people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me
justice against my opponent.’ *For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though
[ have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, >yet because this widow keeps bothering
me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.”” ¢And
the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 81 tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find
faith on earth?”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



MESSAGE

Pastor Peggy Rose
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903=-2000

Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLE’S CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;




he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and equipped to
share the good news with all. Grant your followers persistence in proclamation and
prayer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For bishops, pastors, and deacons, especially our bishops Michael Curry, Elizabeth Eaton,
Don Kreiss and Bonnie Perry and our pastor Peggy Rose, that they be inspired as they
proclaim the gospel and teach us how to pray. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and relief to
flooded ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to be
worthy stewards of creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire wisdom, seek
truth, rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is right. Eliminate oppression
and injustice in our criminal justice system. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an unfamiliar city or
country, political prisoners without recourse to justice, hospital patients without visitors,
and any who are ill or grief-stricken, especially bugs B., Deborah, James M., and Leila.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy work, especially the
End Gun Violence Michigan coalition working to save lives stolen by gun violence, that
with the persistence of the widow, they lift their voices in seeking justice on behalf of
others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace, that we
remember and give thanks for these saints who shared the gospel through word and
deed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing and make us ready to share with all in
need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see that the Lord is good.

All are welcome at the table. Hold your hand under the touch-less dispenser to receive the
wafer. Return to your seat to consume it. If you would like to receive a blessing only, please
place your arms across your chest. Please come forward at the direction of the usher.

@




COMMUNION SONG DAY BY DAY ELW 790

1 Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,
bringing comfort to my anxious soul.
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me
draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal.
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,
brings to naught the burdens of my quest;
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,
where at last I'll find eternal rest.

2 Day by day, I know you will provide me
strength to serve and wisdom to obey;
[ will seek your loving will to guide me
o'er the paths I struggle day by day.
[ will fear no evil of the morrow,
[ will trust in your enduring grace.
Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow
till in glory I behold your face.

3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me
when my burdens grow too great to bear;
oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
when [ come, O Lord, to you in prayer.
Day by day, no matter what betide me,
you will hold me ever in your hand.
Savior, with your presence here to guide me,
[ will reach at last the promised land.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together.

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve
our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



SENDING

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING SONG HYMN OF HOPE

Father from whom creation comes
From your word all life on earth was sprung
Your glory shines before our eyes
Father from whom creation comes

Jesus teach us how to love
Give us the strength from high above
Show us the way to love and care
Jesus teach us how to love

Spirit who breathes the breath of life
Help us to shine your loving light
Into a world broken by pain
Spirit who breathes the breath of life

Let here on earth Your will be done
Let’s follow the teachings of Your Son
To build a world that is just and fair
Let here on earth your will be done

Words and music by Carol Latimer. © 2020. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE You Raise Me Up

Presiding Minister: Pastor Peggy Rose
Worship Minister: Carie Francis
Prerecorded Music: Denise Hobbs, Carol Latimer
Altar Guild: Pam Lloyd
Acolyte: Leonard Novak
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