
SPIRIT OF GRACE 

 Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2022 

The congregation’s parts are in bold. 

Thank you for masking while singing to help us worship safely. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                              Denise Hobbs 
 
WELCOME 

   

  GATHERING   SONG      AWAKE! AWAKE, AND GREET THE NEW MORN     ELW 242 

 
1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 

for angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 

behold! the Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, 

to bring all hearts together, 
he opens wide the heav'nly door 
and lives now inside us forever. 

 
2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 

Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
his humble song is quiet and near, 
yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

music to heal the broken soul 
and hymns of lovingkindness, 

the thunder of his anthems roll 
to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

 
3 In darkest night his coming shall be, 

when all the world is despairing, 
as morning light so quiet and free, 

so warm and gentle and caring. 
Then shall the mute break forth in song, 

the lame shall leap in wonder, 
the weak be raised above the strong, 

and weapons be broken asunder. 
 
 



4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 
though dark the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light, 
be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer 
and love our endless story; 

may God fill ev'ry day we share 
and bring us at last into glory. 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved 

  GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  

  Spirit be wit h you all.   

  And also with you. 

 

  Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, 

that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 
    

 
  OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

  the majesty of our God. 

 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 

     4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, 

      with terrible recompense. 

 He will come and save you.” 



 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

 8A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
     

   Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

   LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  
 

   SONG DURING LIGHTING      O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL ELW 257, verse 5 
 

O come, O Key of David, come, 

and open wide our heav'nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

 



ADVENT BLESSING 

Let us pray together.  

 

Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 

You bring water to parched ground and life out of death.  

Bless us as this light grows, 

and send sorrow and sighing to flee away.  

Give us strength and patience, 

trusting that you are true to your promises.  

Transform the lives of all who suffer 

with your wonders near at hand. Amen. 

 

   GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 

 Open your hearts and minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Matthew the eleventh 
chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes 

no offense at me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out 

to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 

palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 

Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

MESSAGE                       Pastor Peggy Rose 

 

  
   
 



  HYMN OF THE DAY                    HE CAME DOWN    ELW 253 
     

 

 
  
 NICENE CREED  
 With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 



 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify your 
love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World Federation and 
Episcopal Relief and Development. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and 
depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and 
water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all who are 
unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict, especially 
Ukraine and Russia. Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry, 
illness, or loss, especially Deborah, Jocie, Leila, Pat, and Susan. Strengthen and protect 
health care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep 
others safe. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather 
with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. 
Console the grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 



Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, that your 
mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have died and lead us to 
joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Let us pray together. 

 

 Have mercy upon us, most merciful God;  

 in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit,  

 that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 Amen. 

 

 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,   
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together. 

 
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of 
your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy, 

Holy, holy Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord God, of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 
©1974, Grayson Warren Brown. Published by OCP. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR, 97213. All Rights 

Reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense #A-736683. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.               

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

  
Our Father, who art in heaven, h  allowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

           All are welcome at the table. Hold your hand under the touch-less dispenser to receive  

 the wafer. Return to your seat to eat it. If you would like to receive a blessing only, 

 place your arms across your chest.  Please come forward at the direction of the usher. 

 

 



    COMMUNION SONG        JOY TO THE WORLD    ELW 267  
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 

 POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

  Let us pray together.  

  Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven  

  to earth in the body and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all  

  your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

  Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our  

  Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



SENDING 
 

   BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
 

  God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of  

  the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
  SENDING SONG          EVERY PRAISE 

Every praise is to our God 

Every word of worship with one accord 

Every praise every praise is to our God 

Sing hallelujah to our God 

Glory hallelujah is due our God 

Every praise every praise is to our God 

God my Savior 

God my Healer 

God my Deliverer 

Yes He is yes He is 

Every praise is to our God 

Every word of worship with one accord 

Every praise every praise 

Every praise every praise 

Every praise every praise 

Every praise every praise 

Every praise every praise 

Every praise every praise is to our God 

CCLI Song # 6623483  Hezekiah Walker | John David Bratton 
© 2013 Li'l Eva Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)  Luv Ki Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Davo Pavo Music (Admin. by Ole Media Management LP) 

 
   
  DISMISSAL 
 
  Go in peace. Christ is near. 
  Thanks be to God. 
   
 



  POSTLUDE                                    Denise Hobbs 
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