
SPIRIT OF GRACE 

 Second Sunday of Advent 
December 4, 2022 

The congregation’s parts are in bold. 

Thank you for masking while singing to help us worship safely. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                       Denise Hobbs 
 
WELCOME 

  GATHERING   SONG          HARK, THE GLAD SOUND!        ELW 239 

1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long; 

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
and ev'ry voice a song. 

 
2 He comes the pris'ners to release, 

in Satan's bondage held. 
The gates of brass before him burst, 

the iron fetters yield. 
 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure, 

and with the treasures of his grace 
to enrich the humble poor. 

 
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

your welcome shall proclaim, 
and heav'n's eternal arches ring 

with your beloved name. 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 

  GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  

  Spirit be wit h you all.   

  And also with you. 

 

  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture 

our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



WORD 
    
  OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations  

     shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
     

   Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 



 

   LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  
 

   SONG DURING LIGHTING      O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL ELW 257, verse 4 
 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell your people save, 
and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

ADVENT BLESSING 

 

Let us pray. Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 

You fasten righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 

Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 

and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. 

We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. Amen. 

 

   GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 

 Open your hearts and minds to the Good News as it is recorded in Matthew the third 
chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of 

whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 

 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 

him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy 

of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 

for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now 

the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 



 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the  

Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MESSAGE              Pastor George Hockley 

 

  
  HYMN OF THE DAY                   LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING ELW 272 
     

 
 

 
 

  



 NICENE CREED  
 With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

A brief silence. 

 



God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians 

especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate today. Inspire teachers, writers, and 

musicians to delight and instruct your people. Guide our bishops and pastors as they 

nurture our growth this Advent season. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. 

Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance 

and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern 

with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to 

protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are exploited 

or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide safety and 

help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence.  

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 

ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation, especially those of our 

Hospitality and Care Teams. We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or 

separated from loved ones, especially Deborah, Jocie, and Leila. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their 

faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your eternal 

presence. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Let us pray together. 

 

 Have mercy upon us, most merciful God;  

 in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit,  

 that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,   
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Let us pray together. 

 
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of 
your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
 

Holy, holy, holy, 

Holy, holy Lord God of hosts. 

Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord God, of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 
©1974, Grayson Warren Brown. Published by OCP. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR, 97213. All Rights 

Reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense #A-736683. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,  

we await his coming in glory. 



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

  
Our Father, who art in heaven, h  allowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

 
           All are welcome at the table. Hold your hand under the touch-less dispenser to receive  

 the wafer. Return to your seat to eat it. If you would like to receive a blessing only, 

 place your arms across your chest.  Please come forward at the direction of the usher. 

 

 

  COMMUNION SONG      COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS  ELW 254  
 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

 



2 Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a king; 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 

 
 POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

  Let us pray together.  

  Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

  bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

  sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

  Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in  

  Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

 

    BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
 

  God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, 

  and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

  ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 SENDING SONG       HOSANNA (I SEE THE KING OF GLORY) 

v.1     I see the King of glory 

Coming on the clouds with fire 

The whole earth shakes 

The whole earth shakes yeah 



v.2     I see His love and mercy 

Washing over all our sin 

The people sing 

The people sing 

Chorus 

Hosanna hosanna 

Hosanna in the highest 

Hosanna hosanna 

Hosanna in the highest 

v.3     I see a generation 

Rising up to take their place 

With selfless faith 

With selfless faith 

v.4     I see a near revival 

Stirring as we pray and seek 

We're on our knees 

We're on our knees 

Bridge 

Heal my heart and make it clean 

Open up my eyes to the things unseen 

Show me how to love like You have loved me 

Break my heart for what breaks Yours 

Everything I am for Your Kingdom's cause 

As I walk from earth into eternity 

CCLI Song # 4785835 
Brooke Ligertwood 

© 2006 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
 
 
 

  DISMISSAL 
 
  Go in peace. Christ is near. 
  Thanks be to God. 
   
 
   



POSTLUDE                                    Denise Hobbs 
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