SPIRIT OF GRACE

Baptism of Our Lord Service with Holy Communion
January 8, 2023

The congregation’s part is in bold.

PRELUDE Denise Hobbs

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your
Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you
nourish and sustain us and all living things.

Blessed be God now and forever.

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had
chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea,
out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land.

Blessed be God now and forever.

In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit.
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from
the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of
everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In
obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Blessed be God now and forever.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given new life.
Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as
inheritors of your glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME! ELW 634
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
The God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro-phies at  his feet and crown him Lord of all

6 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
we at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all.

5 Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe
on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: Coronation, Oliver Holden, 1765-1844

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
[ have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
3a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
“He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

5Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
[ am the LorD, I have called you in righteousness,
[ have taken you by the hand and kept you;
[ have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8] am the LORD, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
9See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things [ now declare;
before they spring forth,
[ tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: PSALM 29

1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LoRD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lorp the glory due God’s name;
worship the LoRD in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LoRD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lorbp is a | voice of splendor.
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LoRD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
¢the LoRD makes Lebanon sKkip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LoRD bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LorDp shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lorp all are crying, “Glory!”
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LoRD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
110 Lorp, give strength o your people; give them, O LoRD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43

34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. 3¢You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3We are witnesses to all that
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a

tree; 4%but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 4not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. ¥2He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HALLE, HALLE, HALLELUJAH ELW 172

Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

Music: Caribbe an tmaditional: arr, Mark Sedio, b, 1954
A D 1995 Aupsbuarg Foetress,

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17

Open your hearts and minds to the Good News as it is recorded in the third chapter
of Matthew. Glory to you, O Christ.

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come
to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this
way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 1°And when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to
him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And
a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Lord.

MESSAGE Pastor Peggy Rose

HYMN OF THE DAY SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER ELW 423

1 Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,
with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?

Refrain
Yes, we'll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.



2 On the margin of the river,
washing up its silver spray,
we will walk and worship ever,
all the happy golden day. Refrain

3 Ere we reach the shining river,
lay we ev'ry burden down;
grace our spirits will deliver,
and provide a robe and crown. Refrain

4 Soon we'll reach the shining river,
soon our pilgrimage will cease;
soon our happy hearts will quiver
with the melody of peace. Refrain

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899

APOSTLES CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to the new
things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers
of the faith. Equip the baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal the
waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds, especially the Great
Lakes. Bring relief to parched lands and to communities without access to safe water.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and
constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international authorities
to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military service, for
peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from oppression,
war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first responders,
counselors, and all who help and heal. Give hope to those who are ill or recovering from
health problems, especially bugs B., Deborah, and Leila. Comfort those who are grieving or
experiencing crisis, especially the families of James Miller and Pastor John Freed.

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your Spirit
in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and any
beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to serve
with imagination and wisdom, and stir congregation members to join our Parish
Leadership Team. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give thanks for
those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them and all the saints
in Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in
Christ crucified.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Let us pray together.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful God; in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your
Spirit, that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.

Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice

and let the oppressed go free.

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving

for all your works of merciful power,

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the Kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and taste the joy of God!

All are welcome at the table. Hold your hand under the touch-less dispenser to
receive a wafer. Return to your seat to eat it. If you would like to receive a blessing
only, place your arms across your chest. Please come forward at the direction of the ushers.

COMMUNION SONGS SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS ELW 396

Refrain
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,
blow through the wilderness calling and free;
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
and over the eons you called to each thing:

"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings." Refrain



2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand,
and you goaded your people with a law and a land;
and when they were blinded with idols and lies,
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. Refrain

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;
and down in the city you called once again,
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. Refrain

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes.
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams;
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.

With bold new decisions your people arise. Refrain
Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray together.
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this

table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with
you. Amen.

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod
* bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



JESUS, WHAT A WONDERFUL CHILD ELW 297
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Text: African American traditional, alt.
Music: WONDERFUL CHILD, African American traditional
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE Denise Hobbs
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